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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Akron Public Schools Welcomes  
University of Mount Union as Sister University 

North High School to receive significant academic support 
 

AKRON, Ohio (Embargoed until March 11, 2020, 1:30 pm) – Today, Akron Public Schools (APS) 
Superintendent David James and Campus Principal Kim Sabetta joined University of Mount 
Union (Mount Union) President Dr. Richard Merriman to announce that University of Mount 
Union will become a sister university to North High School.   
 
As a sister university, Mount Union will work closely with the school and teachers to develop 
classroom lessons that have integrated, career-themed content; design and present problem- 
based learning opportunities that incorporate thought-provoking, real-world problem-solving 
activities; and support the implementation of a college admission testing preparation program.  
 
“A sister university greatly enhances the academic experience for our students.  We are thrilled 
at the news that the University of Mount Union has agreed to partner with us at North High 
School, says Superintendent David James.  “We feel this is going to be an effective approach to 
our students’ path toward higher learning,”  
 
“We are excited to be the sister university of Akron North High School. We look forward to 
helping Akron North students prepare for success in higher education and the workplace,” said 
Mount Union President Dr. Richard Merriman.  “We know that Mount Union’s students and 
faculty will be greatly enriched by the opportunity to partner with such a dynamic high school.” 
 
The collaboration between Akron Public Schools and University of Mount Union was formed 
with the help of United Way of Summit County.   United Way serves as a link between the 
College & Career Academies of Akron and local businesses to provide hands-on learning 



opportunities for students and to strengthen the education to employment pipeline in Summit 
County. 

 
“Today’s announcement is a great example of what happens when community partners work 
together to ensure Akron Public School students have the opportunities and experiences 
needed to be a success after graduation,” said Jim Mullen, president and CEO of United Way of 
Summit County. “Our Bold Goals inspire us to bring together partnerships like this one. I am 
confident University of Mount Union’s work with the College & Career Academies of Akron will 
help students achieve their goals in the classroom and beyond.” 
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About Akron Public Schools: 
Akron Public Schools (APS) enrolls more than 21,000 students and employs 3,000 teaching and 
non teaching professionals in Northeastern Ohio.  The district, one of the state's largest and most 
diverse, covers 62 square miles in a city of 195,000.  APS educators are committed to rigorous 
teaching and learning, safe learning centers and community engagement to prepare young 
people to be well rounded and ready for the challenges of learning that follow in life.  The goal of 
APS is to be the #1 urban school system in the United States.  For more information about Akron 
Public Schools, visit AkronSchools.com.  
  
About University of Mount Union 
The University of Mount Union, founded in 1846, is a comprehensive, private institution grounded in 
the liberal arts tradition. The University is located in Alliance, Ohio, 80 miles of both Cleveland and 
Pittsburgh. Mount Union offers an array of broad-based and career-specific undergraduate and 
graduate programs to its 2,300 students who experience outstanding opportunities for success 
after graduation. Among members of the 2018 graduating class, 95 percent had started a 
professional position, had been accepted to graduate school, or were pursuing continuing 
education, all in an average of two months after graduation (76% of the Class of 2018 
self-reported). The University is committed to providing a student-centered approach and an 
exceptional educational experience. For more information, visit mountunion.edu. 
 
About United Way of Summit County: 
United Way of Summit County takes on the issues that matter most to children and families in 
Greater Akron. We pursue Bold Goals through forward-thinking strategies, innovative programs 
and hands-on work in our community. We team up with private and public leaders, local 
businesses and thousands of volunteers from across our community to create change that 
matters. Together, we are hand raisers. Game changers. Because there’s a better future in store for 
Greater Akron, and the time is now to make it happen. Learn more at uwsummit.org. 
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Sister University/College 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Updated:  March, 2020 

 
 

What does it mean to be a sister 
university/college?   

Akron Public Schools is establishing an unprecedented program, 
following the “Sister City” doctrine founded by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1956.  The idea of a “Sister City” is well-established in 
the public eye and has an immediate positive perception that 
comes along with the idea of sharing ideas and best practices.  
 
The concept of sister universities/colleges allows for the full 
integration and partnership of post-secondary institutions into our 
Akron Public Schools.   The sister university/college partnership 
uses the strengths of the post-secondary institution to focus on 
curriculum, inquiry-based learning experiences and support for 
college access. These partnerships will help to bring support and 
resources to APS students and help them navigate choices in both 
colleges and careers.   

What types of experiences will a 
sister university/college provide 
students, teachers and families at 
Akron Public Schools?   

Sister universities/colleges will work closely with their partner high 
school(s) to provide opportunities, such as:   
● Develop classroom lessons with integrated, career-themed 

content 
● Design and present real-world problem-based learning 

opportunities 
● Provide teacher workplace learning experiences to help them 

teach standards through the career-themed lens 
● Support students and families with college access testing and 

the rigorous FAFSA applications 
● Mentor college-bound students 

How is a sister university/college 
different than a named integrated 
partner?   

Sister university/colleges provide extensive time and talent 
resources to an entire high school focused on instructional 
alignment with college pathways and college transition services to 
students.  Named integrated partners provide extensive time and 
talent resources to a specific academy focused on workplace 
experiences, such as, job shadowing, internships, and career fairs. 
Having both post-secondary partners at the high school level and 
business partners at the academy level underscores the 
importance of BOTH the college & career aspects of the College & 
Career Academy model.   

Are students required to apply to or 
attend the sister university/college 
of their high school?   

Students interested in applying to college can choose any 
university or college regardless of sister university/college 
designation.   

Do students applying for College 
Credit Plus courses have to apply to 
the sister university/college of their 
high school?   

Ohio’s College Credit Plus can help students earn college and high 
school credits at the same time by taking college courses from 
community colleges or universities.  APS students can choose any 
university or college regardless of sister university/college 
designation.   



How does a post-secondary school 
gain approval to be a sister 
university/college?   

Akron Public Schools (APS) school-based and central office staff 
work collaboratively with our key community partners (i.e., United 
Way of Summit County, ConxusNEO, GAR Foundation, Summit 
Education Initiative, and Greater Akron Chamber of Commerce) to 
identify business and post-secondary partners for all of our high 
school academies.  
 
Each sister university/college must be approved by the Akron 
School Board. The board votes final approval if it deems the partner 
as an appropriate fit for the high school and has demonstrated an 
ability to meet the requirements to be a sister university/college.  

Does Akron Public Schools have any 
sister universities/colleges?  

The University of Akron is the Sister University for Akron Early 
College, Ellet High School and NIHF STEM.   Stark State College is 
the Sister College for Kenmore-Garfield High School. 
 
On March 11, 2020, University of Mount Union was announced as 
the Sister University for North High School.   

Will other post-secondary 
institutions be able to become a 
sister university/college? 

Any post-secondary institution is eligible to become a sister 
university/college.   

Will other businesses and 
community partners be able to 
support the College & Career 
Academies of Akron?   

APS enrolls over 6,400 high school students who have unique 
passions and interests that require many partnerships to be forged 
over the next few years.  College & Career Academies continually 
looks for small, medium and large companies or organizations that 
have time and talent to share with teachers and students so that we 
produce graduates ready for college, career and life.  Partnership 
opportunities are currently available for sister universities/colleges, 
named integrated partners, and pathway partners.   

 
The partnership between Akron Public Schools and the University of Mount Union will be represented 
with the following sister seal.  Other sister universities/colleges will be represented with the same seal 
using their name..   

 
 

College & Career Academies Mission Statement: 
College & Career Academies of Akron gives all students confidence in their future by building a sense of 
belonging, through common interests and shared experiences in a supportive community that offers 
real-world, hands-on learning, in and out of the classroom. 


